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Ha vz ſeen the Letter, which 
vou did me the honour to write 
conceming me, and which is 
SS publiſh'd at the end of the Lon- 
os edition of the Account. I 
could have wiſh'd you had ad- 
SL reſs'd your Letter to my felt, 
and in a more private way, 
that the world m: ght have known nothing of the 
ſatistaction which I am * to give you in this / 
publick manner. 
The great deſign of your Letter i 1s to, ſhew, | 
how ſolemnly aud repeated d you. D to. 744 ' 
fome conferences appoint ween _— 


20 


(67. 
Mr. Vitbers, and my ſell, on the one hand, and 
our {elf and ſome on the 
The matte of tact 15 54 na} ou 4 
theſe conferences, av y 3. which. 1 
don't wonder at, becauſe 1 believe you cannot 

propoſe an rung in 5 manner ; yo pro- 
Fee Gow ach „it ſeems, = 
ja. reſuſals; w al hav 1 
e to me in — 
the remper of Mr. 2 or the man deſcrib'd- - 
in Baze _ forte via ſacra, c. whom 


I conld not for — remembrir g while I was 
rents your 
bi no > doubt, 1 ſhoyld give my reaſons: 
Hor refuſing this 


* and repeated propoſal , and I 
all give you —.— with that — which I 
remember you have ſeem'd to approve of in me, 
> - 24 th ſome reaſons. againſt conferring with 
de the propofal, and others ft 
ene with ſuch as were likely to be join d 
v 
FITS ſelf; I apprehended ſuch conferences 
bt get an . between ua mer 
and theretore thoughtatt 
— Hm them. Tou know I have hen 
2 — — — 
nagement; and fince you are not 
with my n of it, you cannot be. 8 
with your triend, who was tu . 
temptation of as in all po * 
moſt have hen his diſlike of t which 
highly to ap your ſelf. I had lie- 
— Obie another thing 7 ou, which Ao | 
to render me very unfit A os er with you 
chars, Freda. ee 
[ was too ll of undetnding 


4 
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| 171 
th perceive what you intended, ſo that I c 
not hope for the benefit, which you in your great 
kindneſs deſign'd me. Beſides, your way of rea- 
ſoning was ſo different from mine, that let which 
will be the better, we were not much like to edi · 
n I could not ex- 
pany Gil irſe ſhould do much good upon you, 
unleſs I could fill it with allegories, qufawt allu- 
fions, and ſuch-like p turns, which, alas !' 
would have coſt me ſo much hard ſtudy to invent, 
that I was too week-bolted to be able to endure it, 
unleſs I would have been content to be taken 
from my preaching, &c. which I knew you were 
againſt, —— 4 
ou: I don't ”——_ fault was not in 11 elf; 
dot this 1 fon d to be actually the caſe. I have, 
not been able to remember the pany things y 
have let fall in my company, (I attribute it to 
the want of a gem in my ſelf) many times 1 
could not underſtand them, and was loth to give | | 
— — trouble ot re - 73 > it fe | 
perceav'd your meaning, I ſoon uſed to t 
what tboke great deal of pains (f thank ye a ( 
to make me underſtand; There is one inſtance I. - | 
can recolleQ, and will ſet before you; and the 
rather becauſe by mentioning it I ſhall not diſco- , | 
ver any ſecret, you having tequently dropt r 
other company. It was your proof of the unlaw- _ 
fulneſs organs in the worſhip of God, WW 
thoſe words of the apoſtle, Be not drunk with ins 
wherein is exceſs, but be ye filled with the Spirit. And 
tho you took much pains to make me underſtand . 
your-way of reaſoning, and I am fond enough of _ 
any argument in fayonr of a concluſion I like; et 
1 M you would give me the world, I am 
not able to give an account, how yuu put theſe * 
” 4 2 things 
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| 184 
things together. I hope you will not be diſpleas'd 
t I give yeu an opportunity of communicating 
your'nob!e thought to the world, which otherwiſe 
15 like to be quite.ft, eſpecially n the reſt of 
thoſe you imparted it to ſhould happen to be ag 
unple as my ſelf. _ > * 
Beſides, I n think I had not mathe- 
mhatics enough to tak in the demonſtrations you 


but could make nothing of your aith ſolemnly put 
Ihto the form of an equriatcral triangle. And can 


yon blame my prudence, that I cared not to ex- 


oſe my ſelt in a ſolemn conference by appearing” 
ned with ſuch kind of — As. cor 5 
T am much obliged to you tor turuiſhing me 
with a {crap of our conve ſation wher tcgether; 


which 1 hope upon ſecond thoughts. wilFhelp you 


to perceive I was not the moſt unreaſouable man 
in the world, in refuſing. ſol. conferences. Thus 
vou are pleaſed to-relate it + He then talk'd of im- 
poſitions, [/aid om ſchemes were ar mech againſt im- 


Poſit ions as hir; but chriſtianity, ſaid 1, is no im- 


poſition. Ay U but your chriſtianity cuigit wo have 
common ſeuſe, T hat was bis — Vodoabe you 
hive ſatisfied your reader, that I have declined con- 
ferring, from a fear of ſuch a ſhrewd reaſoner, who 
would'tell 8 ſo well wn after the —— 
was over. Chriſtianity, is indeed as yon ſuy, no im- 
Poſition, confider'd iu it felf; nos is the Bookot com 


mon Prayer, when . confider'd in like manner; but 


it chriſtianity be impoſed by.men,do's it not then 
yon an \mpoſition ? My notion is, that the 
te ſhonld not.umpoſe chriſtianity, but leave eve. 


ry one free to chuſe his own religion, provided it 


interferes not. Vith the civil intereſt. But if yon, 
Sit, are fot impotng chriſtianity, as year 1 


„ 


might offer. I remember very well I tried once, | 


— 


191 
don't miſtake you, how can your ſcheme be as much 
- ogaiui{t impoſition.s as mu e? Nay it ycu think you 
may impoſe chriſtianity, becauſe you are perſua- 
ded ot the truth ot it, as doubtleſs that is your 
reaſon ; why way you not impoſe any thing elſe, 
concerning which you have the like perſuaſion? 
IL what you mention Was my reply, tho I remem- 
ber it not, you will believe ne, when I aflure you, 
that as I deſign d no reſie ction upon chriſtianity it 8 . 
felf, which is undoubtedly the moſt reaſor.able 
and ſenſible inſtitution that can be: o nor did I 
mean. that you had any particular ſpite againſt it. 
Foth theſe muſt have been far from m — 
who could jntend no more than pleaſantly, and 
with the treedem ot a ined, to1ally your attectin 
a myſterjous, intricate, ar lexcd way of diſ- 
„ all things, wi:ich uſed to ſet them 
above the reach of men ot common. ſen ſe, or at leaſt 
above me. And if you could recolle& the tepre+ 
ſentation which tis probable: you made of cbri 
friavity in that converſation, I am apt to think your 
would do a; friendly part towards ynſtifying my 
expreſſion. But I muſt depend upen your me- G ö 
mory- and capdonr for this, becaufe I have un- 
happily loſt all remembrance of it, as 1 often 
vſed to do of what you ſay. yo | — 
* js I have given you, Sit, allthe ſatisſaction 
you deſire, ot the reaſons of my retufirg to confer 
with yen. As to the other Brethren : they know 
I-never. ſhunn'd them, till they had formed a de- 
8 
| oully me. This 1 fl. open in 
another place. 1 h a 'Þ 
I perceive you ſeem to reſent it, that I ſhould 
be. as deſirous of ue . were of dur 
conterring. And I muſt own, had the controverſy 


had . 
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[wv] 
only been between miniſters, I ſhquld have been 
wery much of your mind, - becauſe that 
have prevented — — But you 
Know and complain of the growth of the 
among the people: and certainly writing was more 
adapted to them than conference. Wri 
wwould not have more filed the with * 
than the proceedings 1 the aſſembly did 
put all into contuſioa, tho we were quiet « 
Juſt betore. Thers ſors tome #s much need of 
writing as: preaching about theſe matters; and a 
"Kendo none ugh: would have ſerwd for both. 
the Gentlemen of Huster were ſenſible of the n 
bf both ; or they would never have urged Mr. Wi- 
and me to write. Nay you your ſelt are at 
h ſenfibleof it,and areaccordin 
the workl with your labours. Your was 
Hkely to do me 7 — . — re. 
member your A propoſed 
ene n Felt chis way, and that 
that n would retremch abundanee of 
becauſe men would be aſham d to primt᷑ any thin 
eb that nature. And i do kfford yoh, Sit, When 
mention d writing, ĩt was not a deſign to 
you. upbn expoſing your Telf, but rather that you 
mig!.t prevail upon the moſt able of your ' fri dy 
no'try their till. And as a prof of this I will ac- 
quaint yo a vith what I believe ie ſect. Linc - 
| told:4 mot ion r you to inſiſt = 6 
ecmmendatory * to t 
| out; from !youptwo / Aci on Ms. Auf 
| Mr. 2 Whith 2 much prumote 
ſpreading it. This — yoo r e 
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1 prevent yo 
| at Twas rtly pets 


1.11.3 
would never | hazard their reputation oy ſuch 
NY eee, however willing t 
Nev t be that you thoutd hazard yours by 
fi you our performance. Büt I will Ki 


Il you al[the reaſon I had for wy perſuaſion 
ncerning their prudence and poſicy: «There 
1s one thing you have not cleatd with re- 
ference to your inſiſting upon conferences; 
ad that is, that pretending to be againſt im- 
ofition , you could have no more right to 
Nan La e to bo than we had ts 

7. e 
Yau will pleafe to Socks” rhe, next time 
you write, with a liſt of the club F idle men 
qu Hay 155 we have, wha bave nothing elſe th 
dur Write, or at leaſt give me an ac- 
Firs brb 8 they be » becaufe, 28 I profeſy. 
ki du mean, the world will 
1 * of being an incautious 
lege no evidence of the 


. 5 


e as you are when ſay the Ante 
fewerer to At, rave e 4 w1w by te bave ns 
reverence. for trutb; and twill be time e- 
pough aro ou to ſup] ole be bad no reputation 
* loſe, when any o gh own works ſhall 
have 8 — you capable of writing as good 
t anſwer contains. 

wh. fad, as you report, the common opinion 
about be Trinity was an error; where was 
the crime Did not the great Mr. Howe a- 
gree with me therein ? ay [ can allege 
. two; witneſſes who were preſent, when one 
of the feven Miniſters ſpeaking of the Trini- 
þ (9h Three perſons were a contradictioa. 
| Lam as good as my word, when I 
Trad. If vas turn 'd out 1 would weite ; tho 
- thearyth.js, H offer d to write whether I was 


dupa g gut or no. 
i al, en but ut ene you bow ſil Kin 


—_ 8 culpable, that BY 3 (2 


A+ me, 44, 0ak 
!  He,golqur. 255 Lc upon ge 


Tt; edit pen dee 3 2 — 5 : 


ſervice go 2 2 950 2 Cs er als he 


* "Thanks Ns Ro "hood Gab * 
das directed my way hitherto, ig de midtt 
ef who have waged for my hal- 
ting! mh had I truſted ur tears 


in the 'Coffer-bouſe, « or your oo of = 


— 
1 — 
our conferences ſecret for a time, had I 
oy you Nor: advantage againſt me,. 
what 2 .noiſe would you have then made, 
Who can make one how, abaut nothing? 
Was it not prudent. in me to refuſe to have 
apy wore to do with men, who were reſol 
| n violence and fury, who had wil-, 
Fully kndled a flame, tho Mr. Witbers and 
I warn'd them of the conſequences, and was 
appear d detetmin'd againſt any meaſures of 
uenching it? Is there no hand of God to 
de ſeen iu the imprudence of every ſtep that 
has been taken againſt us? Were you only ' 
concern'd for his cauſe, how could ſo many 
wiſe wen act under ſuch a cominucd infaty- | 
n? en 
Lou may pleaſe to give my ſervice to Mr. 
. Reynolds, and acquaint him with the ſenſe 
I have of his brotherly kindneſs, in deſiring, 
as appears by the beginning of your Lever, 
t whit he apprehended made agaiüſt me. 


wilt be made more clear, And truly 1 

.- think he had need get things mueh betree 
clear d, or elſe he is never like to obtain hat 

. . repyring which he ſcems to wait for, and 
lch no charizable chriſtian would ever 
- . envy bim. 1 wonder what prudence dire. 
ed you to write, or him wo 

5 ſentence of your Letter, | 7 

y Nor is the pruder;ce of the laſt parzgrach 
ROO OLE LOS ous. 
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riat, that tick 


<2: 1140 
ik gur brother is ednyinces, there wg \ 
reaſon r my charg 1 rginz the Gentlemen 
ag F had don” "anteſs fomewNit more 
ald be Bic in -ridir defence, thay what: 
<7 to de met with in the Account; and 


that the Gentlemen Haye nothing more to 
d "And: fo they are forced rg acknow- 


1e 88e the truth of tie charge ee . 


gainſt them. 
* were pleaſed to elf tor iy in my 
Caſe, about * that unjuſt Wa 155 to 
ih yr ny glamour. But %; 9118 dne 
wort of it more t 1 Dare you” 
contradid it? An pu dere not, Vun 
muſt the world Wick s of you, tht ca 1 foeak” 
in ſuch a manner, and endeayour, by a tar 
ward. 65870 me, to palllate gs gtoſs a piece of. 
wh 18777 oppreſſion 2x was ever known? 
ce they 115 92 u, but char as 
vie had 3 ban in i ng , fo now you.” 
| 1. I9uek the ſhes in order * 
| 2 5 thr bo poſfeffien ? I muſt tell 921 
15 


8 Ang pulpit is a taking 1 


refors ; and 1 expet 


wh T7 iece of juſtice from your ſe 
55 185 fog "who © e 


entlemen,” Anc 'then decent]y and orde 1 
yaur turns to ſupply qur places,” 9 25 
vindicate what has been done, 0 


* 
bwn your ſel {ab vadi 
wn your i Led pas ogy 5 


PS x us. YL ou wait 
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97 25 
Ee to cefen. 


J 
7 oh. call it; gor cons 
N 2 — cum 5 a 


. Abe wm er 9 

— hls: 2 ae 
ven, te 

can 4 pleader of tþ 54 uf 

wilhbe bonelt in you to let hay 


had better imploy none at 11 7 F 125 
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| 
S Since my finiſhing this Latter, Me. 
ler look d out the copy of the Letter he 
n and which you mention. Tis too 


5 here inſerted ; but my thoughts 
1t axe, that tis well writ, and might have 


d any man but your ſelf who were 
propoſer of the conferences, that no good 
was to. be expected from them. Tis pity 
you, were not wiſe enough'to perceive when 
you had good advice given and that 
ll ar 1 1 | poor 

d by ſolid reaſoning. I am very 
. Helle kept a copy of his Letter, which 
make mn bluſh, when you reflect upon 
you have faid of it. I would adviſe 


to print it (as it will well bear prin- 
5 feud have any farther deſign of 4 ex- 


pur ſel, But I ſuppoſe you may 
hs beholden to any man for his al. 


—— 


 Gſtance that way, and may chooſe, as the 
voſt efeftual method, to publiſh another 
Letter of your own: 
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